During the post-war decade the control of venereal disease in Australia has followed a pattern somewhat similar to that in other informed countries overseas. Full advantage has been taken of improved methods of treatment and in administrative organization, and results compare favourably with those reported from abroad. In New South Wales the Division of Social Hygiene has, on account of the decline in its administrative activity, given place to a new Division of Epidemiology which has included the diminished activities of the former Division in its wider sphere of activity.
In surveying the position in Australia, and especially in New South Wales, for it is to that State that I have looked for most of my information, it may be well to consider in the first place the legal powers under which action for control of venereal disease is carried out. The several States which comprise the Australian Commonwealth are Sovereign States and each is responsible for its own legislation in regard to venereal disease control. In all States, except South Australia, venereal disease is notifiable, the patient being known by initials or number only. The notifiable diseases are syphilis, gonorrhoea, gleet, gonococcal ophthalmia, chancroid, venereal warts, and venereal granuloma. If a patient, who has been notified, defaults from treatment, his name and address is made known to the Health Department so that necessary action may be taken to "follow up" the defaulter and ensure resumption of treatment. Those Our chief concern to-day is the provision of treatment for non-gonococcal urethritis, which is responsible for much of the work now carried out at venereal disease clinics. SUMMARY The position in regard to venereal disease in Australia, disclosing a continuing decline in the number of reported infections, is surveyed. Legal powers of control, sources of infection, treatment, and teaching facilities for medical students are considered, and the article closes with a comment on the present state of affairs.
I wish to express my thanks to the Health Departments of the several States for the information made available to me.
